PART I.

KOUMANfA.

Rotiitiiinl noii par.
"The Roumanian never dies."

POPULAR PROVERB.

I.

DACIA   BKFORK  T1IK   ROMAN  CONQUEST.

(106 A.n.)

THE  earliest  known  inhabitants  of  the present
kingdom of Roumania were the Getse or Dacians, of
whom ancient Greek and Roman writers make such
frequent  mention.     The  Roman  geographer  Pliny
expressly tells us that the former was the Greek and
the latter the Latin name for the same people, and
the best authorities upon Roumanian  history have-
adopted his view.    According to them, the Getae and
Dacians spoke the same language, had  the same
origin, and were, in fact, the same race, though we
find them mentioned sometimes by one name and
sometimes by the other.    Herodotus has much to say
about the  Getae, who early came into contact with